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Hammond said that an increase in out-of-state tuition could have big implications for in-
state students, as well.

Charging just under $1,600 a semester in tuition and fees for full-time resident students,
the university has the lowest rates among the state's six public universities.
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But a decrease in out-of-state enroliment could force tuition increases on state
residents, Hammond said.
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"One of the reasons why we have the lowest in-state tuition of any of the regents'
schools has been the tremendous growth of our virtual school, half of which is our
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international program,” Hammond said.

Hammond said it's also unclear what effect the House's proposal would have on "mid-
state tuition," a reduced rate that's available for students from Colorado or Nebraska
that attend Fort Hays State.

An increase would have a "real detrimental effect on the ability of our ability to recruit
people to the state,” he said.
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House budget Chairwoman Sharon Schwartz, R-Washington, said the House's plan was
just a framework for developing a plan to address university maintenance.

Her committee is scheduled to continue its discussion of the plan Monday.

She said it would probably be a good idea to take each institution's situation into
account. No one wants to hurt Fort Hays State's program, she said.

"They have built a program that's really immensely successful," Schwartz said.

Rep. Eber Phelps, D-Hays, said he's hopeful that lawmakers will keep in mind the need
for Fort Hays State to have competitive tuition rates.

"They're like any other university in that they're trying to get that share of the market,"
Phelps said.
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